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Medina County Parent Mentor
Cheryl Mendel

Direct: (330) 421-1475
cmendel@medinaesc.org

Facebook @parentmentormedina

https://sites.google.com/medinaes
c.org/parentmentor

Medina County Library Early Literacy Resources
https://mcdl.info/earlyliteracy

Literacy Corner

Learning Opportunities

See ADDitude Magazine for a lot of great ADHD webinars 
https://www.additudemag.com/adhd-expert-webinars-index/

See Flyers in the newsletter for more information/opportunities!

Surrogate Parent Training available (Virtual, Free) This is a great free online 
training for parents to learn more about the special education process 
https://ohiosurrogateparent.org/

Milestones for Autism Conference Registration is now open!
In Person June 10-11
2024 Milestones National Autism Conference | Cleveland 
(milestonesconference.org)

Wadsworth Library Early Literacy Resources
https://www.wadsworthlibrary.com/families/early-literacy-
interactive-play

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Program
https://www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enroll

Parent Mentor is out of the 
office until August 2024. 
Email/VM are checked 

periodically.
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Summer Camp Info
My website has links to summer program information.
https://sites.google.com/medinaesc.org/parentmentor/resources/summer-camps

Summer is the perfect time to enjoy a good book!
Visit your local or not so local libraries to read a book, attend a library 
program, or enjoy a different indoor play space on a rainy day.  

Visit a Museum or the Zoo. Many offer sensory friendly spaces 
and resources! https://ohio.org/things-to-do/museums

https://sites.google.com/medinaesc.org/parentmentor/resources/summer-camps
https://ohio.org/things-to-do/museums
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Take a ride on a train with Ohio Live Steamers   https://neols.net/publicrundates.php

Check out a family friendly movie for only $1 at Regal

https://neols.net/publicrundates.php




For more info: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/CuyahogaFalls/StepIntoAutismAkron

https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/CuyahogaFalls/StepIntoAutismAkron


Medina County District Library
For more info: https://www.mcdl.info/

Adapted Toy Packs
Adapted Toy Packs include five themed books and an interactive toy equipped with an external 
button. These
inclusive toys are for children of all abilities.
Kit themes include construction, music, vehicles, favorite TV and movie characters and 
more. Made possible through a partnership with RePlay for Kids. Available at all MCDL locations; 
limit one per library card.
Watch the Channel 5 News segment on Adapted Toy Packs.

Early Literacy Kits
Share the joys of life-long reading and learning with children with MCDL's Early Literacy Kits. They're 
great to use with children at home or in the classroom. Every kit centers around a topic of interest 
to young children and contains books, activities, and puppets or toys related to that theme.
View themes and reserve kits.

Sensory Kits
Geared toward youth and adults with autism or sensory challenges, these kits include items that 
facilitate a calming effect. Available at all MCDL locations for in-library use only.
Learn more about Sensory Kits.

https://www.mcdl.info/
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-medina/medina-county-library-matches-new-inclusive-toys-with-themed-books-for-children
https://www.mcdl.info/content/early-literacy-kits
https://mcdl.info/SensoryKit


For Registration Info: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr0nG66nrVWrzFnbO
6yPurBeBhzg12qHMDMiBhSw0HkDcAdQ/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr0nG66nrVWrzFnbO6yPurBeBhzg12qHMDMiBhSw0HkDcAdQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr0nG66nrVWrzFnbO6yPurBeBhzg12qHMDMiBhSw0HkDcAdQ/viewform


Email Amber to get more info: 
amber@rec2connect.org



For more information: https://www.mcbdd.org/event/safety-
town-plus/

https://www.mcbdd.org/event/safety-town-plus/
https://www.mcbdd.org/event/safety-town-plus/


To register: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/xhtzrav/lp/9c3d6a55-038b-4f1c-
8002-6f1f7bffa497

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/xhtzrav/lp/9c3d6a55-038b-4f1c-8002-6f1f7bffa497
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/xhtzrav/lp/9c3d6a55-038b-4f1c-8002-6f1f7bffa497






Save the date! Sept 17th 
For more info: 
https://autismakron.org/index.php/component/eventbooking/explori
ng-medina-board-of-dd-services-2/individual-registration?Itemid=

https://autismakron.org/index.php/component/eventbooking/exploring-medina-board-of-dd-services-2/individual-registration?Itemid=
https://autismakron.org/index.php/component/eventbooking/exploring-medina-board-of-dd-services-2/individual-registration?Itemid=


For More Information

Rachel Krauss, Director 
ESC Medina County
Student Services
330.723.6393 ext. 137 
rkrauss@medinaesc.org

Office of Exceptional Children
Ohio Department of Education
ParentMentors@education.ohio.gov

To Find a Parent Mentor Near You:
https://parentmentor.osu.edu

Parent Mentors are trained to help
We are guides, collaborators, and we are peers.

Ohio Parent Mentors are parents of children with disabilities.   
We provide support to families using our firsthand experiences, 
training and knowledge of special education laws and practices.
 
Parent Mentors are a resource and liaison between families, 
school staff and the community.  

The Parent Mentor Program is funded through a grant with the 
Ohio Department of Education (ODE). All Parent Mentor 
services are free of charge to families. 

Finding Solutions that work best for families

Ohio Parent Mentors provide families, students and schools 
to assist with the following:
• Provide information, support and resources on education 

laws, district programs and services, and community 
resources.  

• Help parents understand their rights and responsibilities 
related to Special Education.

• Guide parents through the Special Education process.
• Attend meetings as requested by parent/school. 
• Provide individual support to families.
• Provide resources to assist parents and professionals
• Host Parent to Parent Support Groups 
• Provide on-demand resources: Website & Facebook page 

https://sites.google.com/medinaesc.org/parentmentor
       @parentmentormedina

Medina County Parent Mentor serves families with home 
school districts of: Medina City Schools, Buckeye Local Schools, 
Cloverleaf Local Schools, Wadsworth City Schools, Highland 
Local Schools, Black River Local Schools.  

J.D., DePaul University, College of Law 
B.A., University of Michigan 

My experiences as a parent of 
children with special needs, my 
training as a Parent Mentor, and my 
involvement with the schools and 
community as a volunteer, substitute 
teacher and paraprofessional enable 
me to provide quality and 
knowledgeable support to families 
and serve as a liaison and partner 
between families, school staff and the 
community. 

I look forward to being a resource for 
you. I am always happy to help! 

Cheryl Mendel, Parent Mentor
ESC Medina County
Direct: (330) 421-1475
cmendel@medinaesc.org

Medina County Parent Mentor
Cheryl Mendel

https://sites.google.com/medinaesc.org/parentmentor
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